
THE NATIONAL CAVALRY COMPETITION

COMPETITION RULES AND SCORING

GENERAL RULES – PART A

GENERAL RULES apply to all competitors participating in any of the classes and events of the NCC.  Judges will observe the competitors during the competition and may warn or add penalties or faults to the competitor’s score for violation of any of these General Rules.  Judges may eliminate or disqualify any competitor that willfully disregards or habitually violates any of these General Rules. 

Appeals may be taken to the Appeals Panel whose decisions are final. See A. 13.
1. ELIMINATION and DISQUALIFICATION 
Elimination shall mean that the competitor has failed to fulfill the requirements or rules established for a particular class or event.  

Disqualification means that a competitor has committed so egregious an act or has failed to act or to 

conduct themselves in such a manner as to cause, or to potentially cause, harm, danger or discredit to the 
USCA, competitors, participants, horse(s) or other animals, judges or spectators.  A disqualified 
competitor shall be barred from further entry into any class or event of the NCC and shall receive a “no 

score” for classes or events previously completed. The competitor may be asked to leave. A determination 
of disqualification is first made by the applicable judge and confirmed or denied upon the Appeal Panel’s 

review within three hours of the infraction.
 2.  UNIFORM and DRESS
All competitors are required to compete in all classes in the uniform appropriate to the military period that they have chosen to represent. If serving in the active, reserve or national guard military, in the uniform appropriate to their branch of service; if a member of a law enforcement or public health unit, the department or agency prescribed uniform.  Weapons (revolver and saber) are to be worn for the Mounted Pistol and Saber courses and Combat Horsemanship, but are not allowed in the Mounted Military Horsemanship and the Field Jumping classes.

 3.  SADDLE and TACK  

All competitors will turn out in the saddle and tack appropriate to the military period they have chosen to represent.  If serving in the active, reserve or national guard, the competitor should be in the saddle and tack appropriate to their branch of service; if a member of a law enforcement or public health unit, the competitor should be in the department or agency-prescribed saddle and tack.  Campaign and saddle packs not appropriate for Classes I – IV; required for Class V and VII; optional for other classes. Plain snaffle bits may be used with no penalty in all Horsemanship and Field Jumping classes.
4.  FITNESS and TURNOUT  

All competitors’ horses are expected to be maintained to a high standard of fitness and health.  The USCA and the NCC are the standard bearers of the best in military horsemanship, and it is expected that all competitors will inspect, prepare, groom and saddle their horses in the best tradition of the US Cavalry.  The turn-out should be equivalent to US Government horses stabled in garrison at a regular US Cavalry post during the horse cavalry era.  Competitors’ horses may be evaluated under saddle by the judges during participation in any class.  Evaluation will be specific to health, fitness, turn-out of the horse and serviceability of saddle and tack.  Judges may consider this evaluation in judging and scoring the competitor in any class or event.
5.  TREATMENT of HORSES 
Horses will be treated humanely at all times.  No person will mistreat any horse while on the grounds designated for the NCC.  This includes competition arenas and courses, as well as practice and holding areas, picket lines, stalls, trailers and corrals.  Mistreatment may include, but is not limited to, any action or inaction that may cause harm, discomfort or injury to the horse; may disrupt its well-being or may render it unserviceable.  The use of cruel or inhumane performance enhancements or similar equipment is prohibited.  The adjustment or improper fitting of otherwise permitted equipment that creates a potentially cruel, dangerous or inhumane condition is also prohibited.

Any act of abuse or unnecessary or excessive discipline to the horse in the arena or competition area may be cause for elimination or disqualification.  Such abuse may include excessive use of spur, heavy-handed use of bit, whipping with reins, bat, whip, saber or any other object. 

6.  DRUGS and MEDICATION  

Horses shall not be administered any performance enhancing drugs or foreign substances.  Only medications prescribed by a licensed veterinarian for the treatment of chronic or periodic ailments that do not affect the horse’s performance are permitted.  Tranquilizers, depressants, sedatives and stimulants are specifically prohibited.  Use of any such prohibited drugs or foreign substances may be cause for disqualification.  

7.  CONDUCT of COMPETITORS 

All competitors, team members, grooms, crew and unit members are to conduct themselves, at all times, in a manner that brings credit upon the USCA, the NCC and the tradition of the United States Cavalry.   The consumption of alcoholic beverages or illegal substances is prohibited in the areas designated for the NCC. No competitor shall consume alcoholic beverages or illegal substances prior to, or during the periods of competition.  Competitors, team members, grooms, crew and unit members will not verbally or physically mistreat or abuse the judges or NCC staff in any way. During the course of the judging, they will refrain from engaging the judges in any conversation, discussion or argument, whether or not related to the competition.  Competitors will keep their horses under control and practice safe horsemanship and horse management at all times.

8.  POSTING of SCHEDULES and COURSES 

Classes will start promptly according to the schedule posted by the NCC staff.  The NCC staff will post the schedule and specific instructions at a predetermined place prior to the call for the class or event.
9.  LATE ENTRY  

Competitors are expected to be prepared and ready to enter the arena or area at their assigned time.  Any competitor who is late to enter at the call of the judge or starter may be placed last on the order of go.  The NCC staff will assign the order of go by lot or similar method.

10. PERIOD of JUDGING 

Once a competitor enters the competition area, he will take all further instructions from the judge until dismissed.  In most cases judging will begin upon entering the arena.  After being dismissed by the judge, the competitor will leave the arena promptly.

11.  FALL of HORSE or RIDER  

A horse or rider that falls during any phase of competition will be eliminated.  A horse has fallen when a shoulder and quarter (or haunch) on the same side touch the ground or an obstacle or a person.  A rider has fallen when the rider is not astride and when one foot, hand or arm has made contact with the ground, no matter how incidental the contact.
12. PRE-ENTRY INSPECTIONS 
Failure or refusal by a competitor to submit the horse, saddle and tack to the judge or a designated steward for inspection prior to entering the arena may be cause for elimination.

13. APPEALS PANEL  

A Panel made up of chairman, the NCC Director, and others appointed by the USCA, to hear and make a fair decision regarding any appeal or protest brought to the Panel.  Any protest or appeal lodged by competitors, judges or NCC staff, regarding the judges, judging or interpretation of the rules of the NCC will be directed to the Panel for a hearing.  The Panel shall promptly make a final and binding decision on the merits of the appeal.  The decision of the Panel shall be final and without further appeal.  

a. Bona fide appeals will be considered by the Panel if submitted no later than 30 minutes
after class scores are posted.      
b. Protests or appeals may not be made for the elimination of a competitor during 

                            any class or event.
c. Protests or appeals may not be made for the purpose of seeking relief from the 

       Competition or Class Rules of the NCC.
d. Panel will make available, upon request by a competitor, the judge’s individual

score sheet for review by that competitor only.
e.  Should any Panel member be the subject of an appeal or be mentioned in any

                                          appeal, that member will be excused from the hearing.
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